Emerging Practices from the Devolved Nations
Supporting Free School Meal Pupils and Food Aid Community
Responses to COVID

Hosted by Food Foundatio@Food Foundation
Chair: Lindsasraham:@LindsayGrahamUK
WebinarHashtag #FFWebinar
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ARGYLL AND BUTE COUNCIL

@ArgyliButeFood
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ARGYLL AND BUTE WEEKLY PARCEL DELIVERIES

B Fresh Food BAmbientFood

« 2,038 frozen meals delivered to 94 households
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EAST AYRSHIRE COUNCIL'S @@
DIGNIFIED FOOD PROGRAMME

&

East Ayrshire’s Dignified Food Programme was established in
April 2017 to address food poverty due to :-

* 1in 5 of East Ayrshire residents living in the 0-15% most
deprived areas in Scotland

« 10™ largest proportion of population categorised as most
deprived

* Unemploymentwas 5.8% in 2019, higher than the national
average of 4.2%

* ‘End Child Poverty’ data showed that 25.8% of Children live
in Poverty within East Ayrshire

East Ayrshire Council
Comhairie Siorrachd Alr an Ear
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With Funding Increased to £250,000 in 2019:

* Holiday Food Programme serving over 40,000 meals annually
* Pupils taking Home Surplus food from School Meals

* Delivered Cooking Skills Classes to Parents & Pupils

THEN CAME ALONG COVID-19

* Increased the Number of Food Larders within EACto 12
Meals Delivered Daily to FSM Pupils & Their Families
* Emergency Parcels for Shielding & Vulnerable Residents

Supported and Delivered by the Council’s Catering & Vibrant Communities
Services;, Community Groups; Volunteers; Third Sector

East Ayrshire Council
Combairie Slorrachd Alr an Ear



EAST AYRSHIRE COUNCIL'S
DIGNIFIED FOOD PROGRAMME

SO FAR
* 24 Tonnes Food Delivered to Larders

* 5000 Families Supported by Food Larders RS Al

e 321,235 Meals Delivered to FSM Pupils & Famllles to date

* 125 Meals Delivered to Rehoused Homeless People

* 251 Emergency Food Parcels for Shleldlng & Vulnerable
Residents ~ &3

* 90+ Community Groups
1000+ Volunteers

* 60+ Volunteer Drivers
* 18 Production Kitchens
* Supported by Catering & Vibrant Communities Employees

East Ayrshire Council

Combhairie Siorrachd Alr an Ear



Professor John McKendrick
Scottish Poverty and Inequality Research Unit at Glasggw
Caledonian University

@jmke_gcu
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Enough volunteers/support workers

Enough funds to deliver work

Effective local co-ordination among organisations

Adequate supply of food

NOT concerned about PPE for workers/volunteers

NOT concerned about physical well-being of
workers/volunteers

The majority of food being distributed to people who
cannot afford it

The majority of food being distributed to people who
cannot access it

NOT concerned about mental well-being of
workers/volunteers

NOT people in area who might not be getting emergency
food they require
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Emergency food was delivering was Scotland
required -

Emergency food was delivering what was
required locally
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Percentage of organisations in Scotland
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Number of people who are in need of
emergency food assistance

Cost of buying food
Wellbeing of workers/volunteers
Number of workers/volunteers

Access to PPE for workers/volunteers

The amount of funding that you have to deliver
food-related work

Advice and support provided by your local
authority / Community Planning Partnership

Accessing funding to deliver food-related work

Supply of food

Co-ordination of local work by your local
authority / Community Planning Partnership

0% 20% 40% 60% 80%  100%
Percentage of organisations in Scotland

OImproved @Stayed same BEworsened
Number of peopl e

The amount of fundi
Accessing funding to deliver food-related work
Wellbeing of workers/volunteers
Number of workers/volunteers
Cost of buying food
Supply of food

Co-ordination of |

Advice and support

Access to PPE for workers/volunteers
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Northern Ireland
Approaches to Free School Meals
and Food Aid

Janet McAlister — Catering Manager

@Ed_Authority



Education Authority — N.Ireland Context

» Established 1 April 2015.

» One of largest educational bodies
in the UK and a major employer
in NI

» Additional Duties include
responsibility for Regional Youth
Services from 1 April 2016.

» EA Catering Service provides
approx. 140,000 meals daily to
1100 locations.

» Department of Communities lead
responsibility for vulnerable
families.
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Free School Meals- COVID 19 Response

» EA making Direct Payments for
Free School Meals

» Joint Initiative Department CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19)
Education/Department

Communities I
» FSM Criteria different from
other parts UK

» Families receive £2.70 daily

direct into bank account UPDATE ON
» 97,000 children entitled. FREE SCHOOL
» Safety net for vulnerable MEALS

pupils.
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